
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE   In Paradisum (Esquisses Byzantines) Mulet  

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: Who do you say the Son of Man is? 

People: Some say a prophet, some say a teacher. 

Leader: Some say a wise man, some say a reformer. 

People: But we say he is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

Leader: Blessed are you, for such faith is a gift from God. 

People: Blessed be the name of the Lord! 

* HYMN 442 The Church's One Foundation  Aurelia  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MINUTE FOR OUTREACH  Debbie Alvarez 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
August 24, 2014 

Eleven o’clock 
 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 



  

 

COMMISSIONING OF PCUSA YOUNG ADULT VOLUNTEERS 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, you have graced our lives with the life of Jesus.  We 
proclaim Jesus as your Son, and our Lord and Savior.  In him, our 
minds and our hearts are transformed and renewed.  We confess, 
however, that our actions and our words are often conformed  
more to the values of this age than to doing your will.  Forgive us  
and renew us in his image.  May the grace, humility and compassion 
that marked the life of Jesus be clearly visible in our lives.  May we 
who are one body in Christ share your gifts to us for building up  
the communities in which we live and work.  This we pray in the 
name of Jesus.    

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN   

* HYMN 446 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken   Austrian Hymn 

 + Children leave for Summer Sunday School. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Exodus 2:1-10 

ANTHEM Be Thou My Vision arr. Pooler 
     SUMMER CHOIR 

SECOND LESSON Matthew 16:13-20 

SERMON “Rock” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY Psalm 150 John Harper 
   SUMMER CHOIR 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen. 



  

 

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN (in bulletin) He Leadeth Me He Leadeth Me  

* BENEDICTION    

POSTLUDE 

Thou Art the Rock, and the Gates of Hell Will Not Prevail Against Thee 
   Mulet  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
Henri Mulet (1878-1967) was a French organist who grew up in the shadow  
of the great neo-Byzantine Basilica, Sacré-Coeur in Montmartre. After serving in 
several Paris churches, he retired to Provence where he lived in seclusion, only 
emerging to play services at a local cathedral. His compositions all date from the 
early part of his live and are expressively post-Romantic. Inspired by Sacré-Coeur, 
Mulet composed a set of ten “Byzantine Sketches” (1920) which portray 
architectural features of the great edifice and the rites performed in it. “In 
Paradisum” is inspired by the chant sung at the close of funeral services.  
“Thou Art the Rock”, Mulet’s most celebrated piece, quotes the Apostle Peter’s  
confession, heard in todays Gospel, as the basis for a battle between the forces  
of Hell and the strength of the Church. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Exodus 2:1-10 (NRSV) 
 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite 
woman. 2The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that 
he was a fine baby, she hid him three months. 3When she could hide 
him no longer she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with 
bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds 
on the bank of the river. 4His sister stood at a distance, to see what 
would happen to him. 
 5The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while 
her attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the 
reeds and sent her maid to bring it. 6When she opened it, she saw the 
child. He was crying, and she took pity on him, “This must be one of  
the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to 
nurse the child for you?” 8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the 
girl went and called the child’s mother. 9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 
“Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So 
the woman took the child and nursed it. 10When the child grew up, she 
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She 
named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out of the water.” 
 
Matthew 16:13-20 (NRSV) 
 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And 
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 




